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Ms. Langorne, First Vice Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:15 PM and stated that the Chair would arrive 
shortly.  
 
Acceptance of Minutes
 

 – The minutes of the last Community Board meeting were accepted as written.  

Correspondence
 

 – CB 8 newsletter and other material were distributed.  

Ms. Langhorne welcomed Ms. Lakisha Holland from the NY Blood Center. 
 
New York Blood Center
 

 – Ms. Lakisha Holland 

Ms. Holland announced that CB 8 is the first Community Board to host a Blood Drive and that she is proud to 
be working with us to host the event at the January general meeting. She directed everyone’s attention to the 
newsletter and the explanation of facts versus myths regarding donating blood.  It is imperative that more 
people of color donate because there are fewer donors than recipients, which can lead to problems and 
shortages.  She asked those present to donate, because as the poster states, you just might get it back some day.  
 
Ms. Langorne thanked Ms. Holland for her remarks and asked for an update from the Weeksville Historical 
Society.  
 
Weeksville Historical Society
 

 – Ms. Erin McMonagle  

Ms. McGonagle announced that the Weeksville expansion project and new Education and Cultrual Arts 
Building construction is presently underway and should be completed by November 2011. The project will 
allow all of Weeksville’s offices—which are currently housed in multiple locations—to be in one space. The 
Hunterfly Road Houses are the only surviving, intact residential structures remaining of Weeksville, an African 
American community in Brooklyn which dates back to 1838.   Weeksville was a safe haven for southern black 
people fleeing slavery and free northern black people fleeing racial hatred and violence in the 19th Century. The 
city has committee $23 million in funding for the new 19,000 square-foot facility, which will provide a new 
orientation point for visitors, and will quadruple the organization’s current programming space.  
 
The new project builds on Weeksville’s commitment to bringing its extraordinary history to a contemporary 
audience.  Weeksville’s programs will be expanded for the local community, and its educational reach extended 
to the thousands of researchers, students, teachers, and families who visit the site each year.  
 
The new building will include exhibition space for both permanent and rotating exhibits; cutting-edge 
workshops and classrooms for programs; a resource center for educators and scholars, where research will be 
conducted and disseminated, curricula developed and teachers trained; a performing arts, 200-seat venue that 
will bring top-notch dance, theater, and musical events to the neighborhood; essential programming, research, 
and administrative space for staff and food services and rest areas.  
 
Mr. Suggs asked how the construction project would affect residential use of utilities such as water and gas. He 
was informed that the project would not affect residential use of utilities.  Presently, the only effect of the 
construction has been on parking, with a number of spaces designated as no parking zones on both St. Marks 
Avenue and Buffalo Avenue. 
 



Ms. Dunham stated that she is a lifelong member of Weeksville and has not received any mailings. She was 
informed by Ms. McGonangle that Weeksville is in the process of updating their databases with new computers 
and programs.  
 
Ms. Langhorne thanked Ms. McGonagle for their information and asked Ms. Albritton to say a few words on 
IPRO. 
 
IPRO
 

 – Ms. Akosua Albritton 

Ms. Albritton stated that she is a community outreach consultant for IPRO, which is a health quality 
organization of New York State. IPRO has an initiative to reduce diabetes disparities in communities of color. 
60% are newly diagnosed diabetic cases are black or Hispanic, and these two populations generally tend to 
receive lower quality healthcare.  
 
She stated that IPRO is working to set up places in NYC (with the exception of Staten Island) with high 
concentrations of black and Hispanic residents to improve healthcare. There are two segments of the programs: 
the first is working with diabetics through a diabetes wellness workshop in both Spanish and English, to give 
them tips on how to maintain a healthy lifestyle; and the second is going to physicians offices to improve and 
ensure that the best medical practices are performed across the board.  Outreach is being done via senior citizen 
centers, churches, and other multi-service agencies to utilize space for the wellness workshops. All workshops 
are free of charge. 
 
A community resident asked what ages the workshops are designed for, and was informed that the workshops 
are for seniors 60 and older. Another resident asked how a multi-service agency could become a site and was 
informed that they just need to reach out to IPRO and inform the organization that there was space available. 
Ms. Albritton distributed fliers for those interested in obtaining more information, and asked interested parties 
to contact her at 718-783-5744. 
 
Ms.  Granville thanked Ms. Albritton for her report and asked for a report from the following committees: 
 
Aging/Health & Human Services and Economic Development

 

– Ms. Priscilla Maddox and Ms. Marlene 
Saunders, Chairpersons 

A joint meeting between the Aging/Health and Human Services and Economic Development Committees was 
held on Monday, December 7, 2009 at the Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation. The committees met to 
discuss a resolution regarding obtaining support for President Obama’s healthcare initiative.  Members of the 
two committees met with Congresswoman Yvette Clarke and representatives from Congressman Towns’ Office 
on November 9, 2009 to discuss the specifics of the plan. The general Board voted and supported the following 
resolution with a final tally of 30 in favor, 0 opposed, with 1 abstention: 
 
Whereas healthcare is currently not an option for many residents of the United States because of high 
costs and a paucity of affordable options, and  
 
Whereas any proposed initiative should include a strong robust public option, and 
 



Whereas any proposed initiative should be designed to reduce the number of uninsured and under-
insured to zero or near zero, and 
 
Whereas any proposed initiative should disallow health insurers from refusing to insure people with pre-
existing conditions, and 
 
Whereas any proposed initiative should allow the portability of health insurance from state to state 
unlike the current model, 
 
Be it resolved that members and residents of Brooklyn Community Board No. 8 supports a Health Care 
Reform Bill as proposed by President Barack Obama within the constraints of the aforementioned so 
that the strain of healthcare burdens can be eased for the most needful residents of the United States and 
those that employ them.   
 
Lastly, Ms. Oton asked everyone to mark an “H” in a circle in red ink on every dollar bill that you spend on 
December 15, 2009 to show support for the healthcare initiative. The more marked bills there are, the more 
awareness is raised in Congress about the severity of people’s desire for this initiative to succeed.  
 
The next Aging/Health and Human Services Committee will be on Februrary 1, 2010 at the Center for Nursing 
and Rehabilitation, located at 727 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, NY at 5:30 PM. All are invited to attend.  
 
Economic Development
 

 – Ms. Priscilla Maddox, Chair; Ms. Atim Oton, Co-Chair 

The Economic Development Committee met on Tuesday, November 8, 2009 at the Center for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation. The committee discussed the following new liquor license applications: 
 
1.   The Proprietors of JG Hospitality Inc., located at 583 Vanderbilt Avenue between Pacific and Dean 
Streets, made a favorable presentation complete with letters of support for their endeavor that will do business 
as “Woodwork-Old farm house”.  Woodwork is a wine bar concept showing European soccer matches while 
showcasing healthy eating habits, food, and celebrity chefs. There will not be any live music for the 
establishment that is seeking a Full Liquor license and that has a maximum occupancy of 75 with 50 seats. 
Woodwork will operated from 8am -2am (open for soccer events), will employ 5 individuals, and use closed 
circuit cameras for security.  
 
Mr. Mensah asked the proprietors of Woodwork how they planned on reconciling healthy eating with alcohol. 
He was informed that all the food served at Woodwork would be organic, and that a variety of whole grain 
selections would be available. Also, there will be healthy eating classes available throughout the day.  
 
There were no police objections to the application, and the full board voted with a final tally of 26 in favor, 3 
opposed, with 3 abstentions to support the application.  
 
2. The proprietors for The Palace Hall, Inc., located at 713 Nostrand Avenue between Park and Sterling 
Places met again with the committee regarding their establishment that will have multiple functions. The Palace 
Hall will serve as a lounge for Adults - 21 and older and will serve food and alcohol. There is a maximum 
occupancy of 380 but the proprietors only expect about 200-300 persons at any time.  As there are multiple 
levels to the site, the proprietors have divided the space for different uses among the 3 levels. The top level will 



be reserved for adults and will be open from 9pm -4am daily. The ground floor will contain the kitchen and 
have additional space with an occupancy of 75, and the basement will be reserved for Youth (elder teens) 
Dances, after-school and community events from 4pm-7:30pm daily and will have a max occupancy of 325. 
 
Because the space is so large and can accommodate so many people, The Palace Hall is also seeking a Cabaret 
license to go along with its full liquor license. Officers from the 77th Precinct expressed some reservations based 
on the location and maximum occupancy on each level as did the Sterling Place Block Association. Ms. 
Albritton also stated that the recommendation at the November meeting was for the proprietors to meet before 
the Youth and Family Services Committee. She was informed by one of the owners that they decided to 
eliminate the youth aspect and instead focus on the 18 to 20 crowd instead of actual youth.  
 
Phyllis Grannum expressed concerns over the location, as this is the second time that the same location is 
opening in five years. The last time the location was operational, there was a riot with youth at 4:30 AM and 
there is a lot of activity late at night that spills onto the residential streets and disrupts neighbors.  
 
Ms. Oton stated that these individuals should not be held accountable for the actions of the previous proprietors. 
So far, everything that the Board has asked them to do, they have done. They have also resolved many of the 
issues that were present in the building, including installing sprinklers and noise abatement measures. The 
owners are also hiring a large security staff. 
 
Ethel Tyus stated that she lives around the corner from the site and expressed concerns that the owner of the site 
should consider alternative means aside from a nightclub to utilize the space as there is too much drama at the 
location. She asked a series of questions regarding occupancy, all of which were answered by the 
tenants/proprietors of the Palace Hall.  
 
Despite the concerns raised, the Board supported the application with a final tally of 23 in favor, 4 opposed, 
with 5 abstentions.  
 
The committee also voted on the following renewal applications: 
 
1.      Aliseo—Cucina Picena, 665 Vanderbilt Avenue (Prospect/Park) 
2.      Elvia Scharschmidt, 761 Nostrand Avenue (Lincoln/St. John’s) 
3.      Weatherup & Co., 589 Vanderbilt Avenue (Dean/Bergen) 
4.      S & G Restaurant Corp., 355 Flatbush Avenue (Carlton/Sterling)  
5.      Amorina Cucina Rustica, 624 Vanderbilt Avenue (Prospect/Park) 
6.      Key Food Supermarket, 369 Flatbush Avenue (Carlton/Sterling) 
7.      Brooklyn Exposure, Inc., 1401 Bedford Avenue (St. Marks/Prospect) 
 
There were no police objections to either of the applications and the full Board voted to support all 7 with a 
final tally of 29 in favor, 2 opposed, with 2 abstentions.  
 
Finally, the committee discussed the Alteration Application for Franklin Park LLC, 618 St. John’s Place, which 
is housed in 2 locations. Franklin Park currently has 2 liquor licenses, and needs an extension of existing 
liquor license to a different section of one address. The full Board voted to support the alteration application 
with a final tally of 26 in favor, 3 opposed, with 2 abstentions.  
 



The next Economic Development Committee meeting will be on Tuesday, January 12, 2010 at the Center for 
Nursing and Rehabilitation, located at 727 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, NY at 6:30 PM. All are invited to attend.  
 
Transportation
 

 – Dr. Frederick Monderson, Chair 

The Transportation Committee met on Tuesday, November 17, 2009 at the Haitian American Day Care Center. 
A number of months ago, the committee heard a presentation from Mr. Jacob Morris, an activist for African 
American street-based recognition regarding the possibility of co-naming the intersection nearest the 77th 
Precinct in honor of Moses P. Cobb, the first black police officer in the Brooklyn Police Department, and also 
the first permanent black officer in the consolidated NYPD after Brooklyn joined New York City in 1898. Mr. 
Cobb’s great-granddaughter, Emma Spruill, stated that co-naming the corner of Bergen Street at Utica Avenue 
by the 77th Precinct would be an example of the proud contribution to community life.  According to the 
presentation by Mr. Morris, the 77th Precinct and the 77th Precinct Community Council is in favor of the co-
name.  
 
The motion passed unanimously with 32 members present. After the vote, Ms. Spruill thanked everyone for 
making the occasion happen. 
 
As per other Transportion news, Dr. Monderson announced that there are a lot of planned changes for Nostrand 
Avenue, including the elimination of the limited B44 bus and the institution of the express route. The matter 
will be discussed at the upcoming Transportation committee meeting, which will be held on Tuesday, 
December 15, 2009 at the Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation, located at 727 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 
at 7 PM.  
 
Housing/ULURP
 

 – Ms. Nizjoni Granville, Chair 

The Housing/Land Use Committee met on Thursday, December 3, 2009. The committee presents action items 
regarding the following items: 
 
1. The committee heard a presentation from Mr. Warren Frey, owner of 123 Underhill Avenue, who is 
seeking approval for the addition of a lamp post to the front yard of his residence. The Board’s approval is 
needed for the Landmarks Preservation Commission because the block is part of the Prospect Heights Historic 
District. Judging from the hole in the paved area, there had once been a lamp in the front yard, but the structure 
had been removed before Mr. Frey purchased the property. The block is dark, and the lack of lighting poses a 
safety concern for Mrs. Frey who usually returns from work after 7:00 PM. Mr. Frey showed the Committee 
that within two blocks of his home, ten (10) different lamp posts are in use. He chose the same lamp post that 
his neighbor has in his front yard at 290 Underhill Avenue. The lamp post is made in Germany, and will take 
about two months to arrive after it is ordered. Mr. Frey also intends to put a smaller model of the lamp post on 
either side of his front entrance door. He intends to make the same presentation to his Block Association during 
the early part of next week. The full Board voted to support the addition unanimously with 32 members present.  

 



2. The committee also entertained a second presentation as made by Mr. John Hatheway, architect, for the 
owner of 191 Park Place, Mr. Licht. The house is located between Carlton and Vanderbilt Avenues. The owners 
would like to add a rear extension to their existing house which would include an extension of both the garden 
and parlor floors and a roof deck, an increase of approximately 1,000 square feet.  The Department of Buildings 
had given the owners a permit to begin the actual construction  two weeks before the area was designated part 
of the Prospect Heights Historical District, so the work has been partially completed. Members of the committee 
did not have any objection to the completion of the work, but they wanted to make sure that the rear addition 
would not block the light of the neighbors on either side, and that the block association approves as well. One of 
their neighbors, the owner of  197 Park Place, stated that he has no objection to the rear extension at 191 Park 
Place. The building at 189 Park Place is a cooperative. One of the tenants gave the owners a letter stating that he 
does not have a problem with the project; the problem is that as of the date of the meeting, the owners had not 
received anything from the board of the co-operative, indicating approval by the majority of the owners. Since 
that block of Park Place does not have a block association, residents want to make sure that the project has the 
approval of the Prospect Heights Neighborhood Development Council (PHNDC). The Committee stressed that 
its approval would be contingent upon a letter of approval from the majority of the owners, along with a letter 
of support from the PHNDC.   

 
At the time of the meeting, a letter from PHNDC and the Co-op board at 189 Park Place had not been received. 
Mr. Licht stated that he has not been able to get in touch with the co-op board and that he misunderstood that he 
had to bring a letter from PHNDC to the meeting. In addition, there were a number of concerns regarding how 
construction began on the project prior to the Board approval. Mr. Hatheway stated that the application was 
filed with the Dept. of Buildings prior to the historical designation of Prospect Heights and was approved. 
Regarding the proposed privacy issue brought up by the neighbor at 193 Park Place, Mr. Licht and Mr. 
Hatheway both stated that there is no privacy issue because of the position of the windows, and it is, rather, an 
issue concerning light. Mr. Licht stated, however, that the light is already blocked by the buildings adjacent to 
the backyard of the property because of the direction of the property, and that subsequently, there will not be 
too much blockage. There was also some concern regarding the curb cut in front of the property; Mr. Licht 
stated that he has documentation that it is a legal curb-cut.  
 
After a very extensive discussion of the curb cut, unmet requirements, and concerns over the architect and 
owner attempting to bypass the Community Board, the board voted to table the item, electing instead to submit 
a letter to the Landmarks Preservation Commission stating that a vote could not be taken until all information 
requested has been received. The vote to send a letter to LPC stating that the item was tabled—pending receipt 
of a letter from PHNDC, the co-op board at 189, and documentation that the curb cut is legal—was unanimous 
with 29 members present. 
 
The committee had an additional action item that was tabled until the January 2010 meeting due to the late start 
of the discussion. The item was concerning an application by the NYC Dept. of City Planning for a city-wide 
text amendment to clarify, revise and introduce new regulations to preserve and enhance the streetscape 
character of residential neighborhoods.  The text amendment would strengthen front yard planting regulations; 



further restrict front yard parking in one and two family residence districts; restore the original intent of 
residential parking and planting regulations as they affect existing buildings in order to be consistent with a 
court decision affecting the definition of the term “development”; restore curb cut prohibition for narrow lots in 
R4B, R5B R6B, R7B and R8B districts;  and introduce new curb cut regulations for residential parking spaces 
in various residential, commercial and special purposed mixed-use districts citywide where none exist today. 
 
The next meeting of the Housing/ULURP committee will be on Thursday, January 7, 2010 at the Center for Nursing and 
Rehabilitation, located at 727 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, NY at 6:30 PM. All are invited to attend.  
 
Education
 

 – Ms. Sharon Wedderburn, Chair 

Ms. Wedderburn announced that Paul Robeson High School is closing. She directed everyone’s attention to the 
newsletter for information on public hearings and how to provide testimony. The next meeting will be held on 
Thursday, December 17, 2009 at the Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation, located at 727 Classon Avenue, 
Brooklyn, NY at 7 PM. All are invited to attend. 
 
Fire/Safety
 

 – Mr. Douglas Williams, Chair 

The Fire/Safety Committee met on Tuesday, December 8, 2009 at the Haitian American Day Care Center. The 
committee discussed the recent fatal fire at 654 St. Marks Avenue, where the FDNY was sent to the wrong 
address. A father and his two sons perished in the blaze. $200 was donated by the Rainbow Shops, Marty Stein:  
At the recommendation of the District Office the donation was given to Council Member Letitia James’ Office, 
to be added to other donations for the mother, Rose Etienne.  The Committee sent a thank you note to Rainbow 
Shops. 
 
The Chair reported on problems with the FDNY’s relatively new fire site announcement system.  Apparently 
the new system keys off the site of the phone that made the call, even if the caller specifies that the fire is NOT 
where he is calling from.  Apparently the fire calls now go thru 911, which needs more training and skill in 
pinpointing the fires.  Since introduction of the new system, fire apparatus is sent to the wrong address. The 
City Council will host a FDNY hearing on the FDNY’s new fire call box system on Thursday December 10, 
2009, 10am, City Hall. 
 
The next Fire/Safety meeting will be January 12, 2010 at the Haitian American Day Care Center, located at 
1491 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, NY at 7 PM. All are encouraged to attend.  
 
Youth/Family Services
 

 – Ms. Akosua Albritton, Chair 

The Youth & Family service committee met December 2, 2009 at 6:30 PM at the Center for Nursing & 
Rehabilitation.  In attendance were Genel Williams of CCM, Nehemiah Bey of IJJRA, and Aya 
Hamano, Crown Heights resident.  Audrey Tait-Hall was excused due to an injury. 

The chair notified the committee of a newly formed group called PURGE.  PURGE is a body of 
concerned citizens who want a halt on gun violence.  This group is located in Bedford-Stuyvesant and 
one of its founders is Ms. Freddie Hamilton.  PURGE meets the first Thursday of the month.  The event 
discussed was the Crown Heights Youth Town Hall meeting whose sponsors include Assemblyman 



Karim Camara, Councilwoman Letitia James, and Crown Heights Mediation Center.  The town hall 
meeting was a venue where young people experienced an hour of questions and answers about violence.  
The facilitators were a young man and woman.  The young man revealed that his time prison had him 
search himself.  Upon release, he reconciled differences with gang members.  In his words, “I walk 
around as a free man.” 

The meeting moved into the planning of the gathering of men’s event slated for Saturday, February 20, 
2010 from 10 AM to 2 PM at Medgar Evers College Institute for Juvenile Justice Reform and 
Alternative, located at 1534 Bedford Avenue.  Nehemiah gave insights on how to make the event one 
where men and younger men are engaged in a conversation.  Suggestions included using break out 
groups and circles to permit discussion by the audience.  Similar to Adler Prioly’s emailed comments, 
Bey wants to forego panels and workshops.  Rather, art will stimulate conversation. 

The chair pointed that the draft schedule includes spoken word, edutainment and videotaped interviews.  
Bey emphasized choosing a theme and constructs that illustrate the theme.  He suggested the theme for 
the first gathering to be “calling men out for not doing all that they can for younger men” and younger 
men calling out other younger men for destructive or counterproductive behavior”.  

To further discuss planning for the men’s conference, interested parties are urged to attend the next 
regularly scheduled meeting on January 6, 2010 at the Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation, located at 
727 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, NY at 6:30 PM. There will also be other meetings scheduled in January 
to continue working on preparations for the men’s event. 

Environment/Sanitation

The Environment/Sanitation Committee met on Tuesday, November 16, 2009 at CNR but did not have 
any action items.  The committee discussed possibly changing the Alternate Side Parking requirements 
in Prospect Heights to mirror those of Park Slope. The next meeting will be Tuesday, December 15, 
2009 at the Center for Nursing and Rehabilitation, located at 727 Classon Avenue, Brooklyn, NY at 7 
PM. All are invited to attend.  

 – Ms. Ede Fox, Chair; Ms. Helen Coley, Co-Chair 

Police

The Police Committee met on Monday, November 16, 2009 at Heart of Brooklyn. The chair apologized 
to all committee members that did not receive the change in venue in time, as it was a last minute 
change. At Heart of Brooklyn, there was a discussion regarding community-police relations, and 
changes that need to be made within the command at the 77th Precinct.  

 – Ms. Shalawn Langhorne, Chair 

The next meeting will be Monday, December 21, 2009 at the 77th Precinct, located at 127 Utica Avenue, 
Brooklyn, NY at 7 PM. All are invited to attend.  

Parks

The Parks Committee met on Tuesday, December 8, 2009 at the St. John’s Recreation Center but did not 
have any action items. The next meeting will be Tuesday, January 5, 2010 at 6 PM at the St. John’s 
Recreation Center, located at 1251 Prospect Place, Brooklyn, NY. All are invited to attend.  

 – Ms. Glinda Andrews, Chair; Mr. Robert Witherwax, Co-Chair 

Ms. Granville thanked the committee’s for their reports and opened the floor for public comments.  



Ms. Debra Griffith announced that the Starlight Lounge was mortgaged and sold under the guise of a 
mortgage. She stated that the building has to be empty by January 15, 2010. There is a petition currently 
underway to save the historic lounge, which is the longest-standing black owned non discriminating bar 
in Brooklyn.  She asked everyone to sign it and help keep the Starlight Lounge in Crown Heights.  

Ms. Granville thanked everyone for attending, wished everyone a Happy Holiday season, and adjourned 
the meeting at 10 PM. The next meeting will be on Thursday, January 14, 2010 at Berean Missionary 
Baptist Church, located at 1641 Bergen Street, Brooklyn, NY at 7 PM. The CB 8 blood drive will be 
held during the meeting, and everyone is encouraged to donate.  
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